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Abstract 
In the evolving landscape of scholarly communication, there have been numerous attempts to shift 
general practice toward open. This session will investigate several models that increase open access, the 
pros and cons of each, and the lessons we, as practitioners, can learn from each as we continue to build 
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TRUST, PRESTIGE, AND PROFIT IN 
SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING: 








Libraries, researchers, and publishers all 
derive trust from different sources.
PRESTIGE
The promotion and tenure process 
incentivizes narrowly defined forms of 
impact for university faculty and stagnates 
the acceptance of new services and 
technologies in scholarly communication.
PROFIT
We are bound by tradition, bound by the 
motivation of our patrons, and hobbled by 
both.
PRINT JOURNALS STILL REIGN
EVEN IN A DIGITAL MARKET
ACCESS TO KNOWLEDGE ≠ PROFIT









Article processing charges (APCs) maintain 
the status quo of the academic publishing 
system by functioning within it, while adding 
benefit for both the publisher and the author. 
[at the expense of the library, or funders]
• https://www.flickr.com/people/lizadaly/
• http://www.lib.montana.edu/services/publication/author-fund/
BENEFITS OF AN APC FUND
•Culture
•Access
•Clear benefits to the author and the public/broad 
readership
• Increased citation, journalism, etc.
• Fulfill funder mandates





DRAWBACKS OF AN APC FUND
It seems that funding OA is effective, but at what?
•The problems that developing countries face with respect 
to research information are not solved through a pay to 
publish system:
•The inability to afford subscriptions to journals: the North 
to South knowledge gap)
•The inability to integrate national research into the global 
knowledge pool: the S to N and S to S knowledge gaps.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM
WHERE CAN WE DO THE MOST GOOD?
“Funders prefer open access.”
“So the data is available for other modeling 
efforts on this infectious disease”
“This is a high impact journal and a high-
quality review paper. If it is open access, it 
will get more citations and potentially 
lead to more collaborations.”
“This publications serves to inform 
environmental hazards associated 
with dust exposure, a health effect 
that will continue to be a concern as 
our climate changes.”
“Publishing in this journal will count 
towards my tenure.”
“This research is specific to Montana’s agricultural 
stakeholders. We want to make this publication 
public so all interested parties can have access to the 
findings. We believe our work is of interest to many 
groups outside the university, especially professional 
agricultural organizations, conservationists, individual 
farmers, policy makers, and others who do not 
typically have access to traditional firewalled journal 
subscriptions.”
THANK YOU
QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?
